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You burn your time or money (if you have someone else
do the work) when you set up a new system. As an
example, about four years ago I left what was then
everyone's tried and true shopping cart (1 Shopping
Cart) and went to Zaxaa as my shopping cart solution.
But we had hundreds of website pages tied to 1
Shopping Cart, and moving them over took several
months of work and over $1000 in VA costs. So that was
a very expensive transition, given that about 25% of
those changed website pages lead to free giveaways. So
when you want to change a system pick very well and
then stick with it.
If you constantly are changing systems for the shiniest
new thing then you're spending too much time in the
backend of your business and not enough time
marketing your offers. This isn't so great for your bank
account. 

 here are so many new software-as-a-system (SAAS)
options springing up to help online business owners that
it's almost making me dizzy. I'm a believer in picking your
system and sticking to it for the long term. Why?
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What do they cost?
What will they do for your business?

Having said that, though, sometimes there are true
"sea changes" in systems and how they operate. One
big sea change is in the delivery of online freebies and
paid courses. The newer systems look better, function
better, and have built in marketing prompts. For many
years I've used the WordPress plugin Wishlist Member
to deliver my e-courses, but it's limited in what it can
do compared to learning management systems like
Kajabi, Thinkific, Teachable, Member Vault, and even
the newest version of Learn Dash. It's really a gamble
to know which of all these systems to switch to.

How hard are they to set up? (Don't go down the road of buying into a system so
complicated that you need to pay for a lot of outside help to set up and maintain
the system. If you see a lot of "we have certified assistants who can help you make
sense of this" that's a warning sign!
How do they look to your users?
Do you get decent support?
How long have they been around? You don't want to buy into something that will
disappear when the founder of it gets bored and wants to move to something else
(and believe me, that happens a lot in the online world).

It's true that sometimes you have to mark off your time to do a free trail and really
spend time trying a few out before you pick one.

So the bottom line for me is that I'm trying a new system to deliver my freebies and
mini courses. I've settled on Member Vault and I'm also looking at the new version of
Learn Dash and at Thinkific. I don't hear great things about Teachable and Kajabi is, in
my vew, just too expensive to use for lead gen purposes. I've also looked at Mighty
Networks but that's sort of a different beast.

I like Member Vault because, rather than a free trail, it's free for up to 200 "members"
(people who have downloaded or purchased your offers). And it's visually very pretty.
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Will I stick with it? I don't know, but I'm testing it out and my first freebie download is
available now. It's an 18 point checklist for setting up or re-organizing your business. I'd
love it if you'd check it out and then tell me how you like the look and feel of how I've
set Member Vault up. You can get it here: theconfidentmarketer.vipmembervault.com.
Let me know your opinion by dropping me a quick email to
sue@confidentmarketer.com.

I mentioned Biz Template Babe the other day, and now that I'm using Member Vault
her templates are even more helpful for me. Check these out at
confidentmarketer.com/canvatemplates. (That's my affiliate link.) She's got templates
for setting up products in learning systems, and they are easily resized for Member
Vault. Not to mention the zillion other templates for social media and the new
templates for the new event, group, and page sizes in Facebook. Totally worth it to me!

If you've changed a business system lately I'd love
to know your likes and dislikes. You can pop over
to my Facebook page  at
Facebook.com/confidentmarketer or to the
Women Biz Leaders FB Group and leave a
comment to share your experiences. (If you are not
a member there message me on Facebook to join,
it's a free group.)

To your sweet success,

Sue Painter

PS Here's the link again to my very first Member
Vault freebie:
theconfidentmarketer.vipmembervault.com.
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